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‘New Challenges in Western Democracies’  
2008 JSMT Networking Conference  
10-11th April 2008 Tbilisi, Georgia 

 
On 10th – 11th April 2008, John Smith Fellows from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 
Russia and Ukraine travelled to the Georgian capital Tbilisi to take part in the 2008 John Smith Memorial 
Trust Networking Conference. The international conference brought together a new generation of young 
leaders and senior figures from the UK to discuss the theme of ‘New Challenges in Western 
Democracies’. Participants looked at the contemporary challenges to democracy such as trust, 
participation, legitimacy and security, providing guests with the opportunity to learn from each other’s 
experiences when facing these challenges. Our most recent 2007 Fellows were joined by a number of 
John Smith alumni, Lord Falconer of Thoroton the Trust’s new Chairman, Brian Brivati the Trust’s new 
Director, Trustee Lord McCluskey, Joan Borley from the Ministry of Justice, Robert Ness from the British 
Council and an invited group of young civil society and political leaders from Tbilisi.   
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The first day of the conference was opened by HMA Denis Keefe the British Ambassador to Georgia. 
Ambassador Keefe welcomed the conference participants to Tbilisi, speaking about the importance of 
the Fellowship Programme and the value of the Trust’s work in the region. Lord McCluskey also 
welcomed guests to the conference and introduced the Mayor of Tbilisi, Gigi Ugulava, who took part in 
the John Smith Fellowship Programme in 2002. Gigi encouraged other talented young leaders to apply 
for the programme and talked about his experience in 2002. Gigi commented that he continues to use 
the knowledge and expertise he gained during the Fellowship Programme when carrying out his current 
Mayoral responsibilities.  
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The Trust Chairman Lord Falconer led the first session of the day with a presentation on ‘Contemporary 
Challenges in Western Democracies’.  He focussed on two key issues – the importance to a successful 

2007 Fellow Maxim Chereshnev at the conference 
with Trust sponsor Joan Borley (Ministry of Justice) 
and Natalie Tsnoriashvili who has been selected to 
take part in the 2008 JS Fellowship Programme  

The conference received a large amount media 
attention - here Lord Falconer gives an interview 
about the event to Georgian television news 

Ambassador Keefe opens the 
2008 Networking Conference 

Lord McCluskey presents Gigi Ugulava 
with a book of John Smith’s speeches, 
edited by JSMT Director Brian Brivati 
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democracy of a free press and of a well-functioning and independent judiciary. Using the examples of 
Pakistan, India and Zimbabwe, Lord Falconer demonstrated how democracy is about more than the 
process of selecting government. He emphasised the necessity for free and fair elections, the 
responsibility of courts to protect the human rights of citizens, accepting the rule of law, and adhering to 
values of equality, trust and respect – principles that John Smith highly valued. In a thought-provoking 
speech, Lord Falconer spoke about the IRA Birmingham bombings of November 1974 and the mistakes 
made in the aftermath of this terrible event which resulted in the wrongful conviction of six suspects, 
denied an appeal until 1991. The errors, which reflected the public’s demand for convictions, ultimately 
reduced the public’s faith in the legal system and increased the difficulty of solving the ‘Irish problem’. 
Lord Falconer concluded that pressure from the public for tough measures to combat terrorism will not 
strengthen the state unless the measures respect basic human rights.  
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In response to Lord Falconer’s speech, an international panel of John Smith Fellows (see photos below) 
gave their views on the challenges to democratic development in the countries of Ukraine, Georgia and 
Kyrgyzstan. Lord Falconer and the panel concluded the session by answering questions from the 
audience on a variety of topics. Giorgi Dartsimelia, a 2003 Fellow, asked the panel how judicial 
independence can be achieved. Lord Falconer and Lord McCluskey suggested that judges should not 
be dismissed for making unpopular decisions and should be reasonably paid to give them independence 
and immunity to bribes. They commented that the UK can help to assist with training in this area. 
 
 

 2006 Fellow Ekaterine Gamakharia gives her opinion on 
   the problems facing democracy in the region  
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The audience were privileged to next hear from Sir Charles Pollard, former Chief Constable of Thames 
Valley Police. Sir Charles spoke about the need for an independent, honest and trustworthy police force 
in democratic society, using examples from his career to demonstrate its importance. As Chief 
Constable Sir Charles developed the policy and practice of Restorative Justice which aims to foster 
individual responsibility by requiring young offenders to acknowledge the consequences of their actions  
 

Participants at the conference - held at the BP 
Auditorium, Georgian National Museum 

2007 Fellow Volodymyr Kuzminsky and 2005 Fellow 
Levan Metreveli MP talk about the challenges to 
democratic development in Ukraine and Georgia 
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and to make reparation to their victims and to the community. Under his leadership Thames Valley 
Police pioneered the Restorative Justice model which is gradually being adopted throughout England.  
 

   

 
Photos courtesy of Ruti Frensdorff (left) and Malkhaz Machavariani (right) 

 
This fascinating insight into policing in the UK was followed by a discussion led by John Lloyd, 
contributing editor of the Financial Times, on The Public and Politics: Trust, the Media and the Problem 
of Participation. Mr. Lloyd, who has extensive knowledge of the region, emphasised the responsibility of 
journalists to report accurately and truthfully. His opinion is that journalists have a key role to play in 
building sustainable democracy. This therefore requires them to behave honestly and with integrity. 
Sensational journalism or biased reporting is detrimental to democracy, as is the concentration of media 
ownership by individuals who are also involved in politics.  
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The final session of the day took the form of a ‘Question Time’ panel, chaired by the Trust’s new Director 
Professor Brian Brivati, enabling the conference participants to put questions to Lord Falconer, Lord 
McCluskey, Lena Milosevic (Director, British Council Georgia), Sir Charles Pollard and John Lloyd. The 
panel explored issues such as the rights of minorities, gender equality, public trust in the judicial system 
and state intervention – sharing their experiences with the audience on these challenges facing 
democracy.  
 
In his closing remarks, Lord McCluskey thanked the panellists, speakers and guests for their valuable 
contributions to the day. Following the conference, Ambassador Keefe kindly hosted a reception at his 
residence enabling the new Trust Chairman and Director to meet more Fellows and to further discuss 
the issues raised earlier in the day.   
 

 
 
 

Sir Charles answers questions from the audience about 
crime prevention in the UK and the origins of Restorative 
Justice, police authority, and the youth justice system 

John Lloyd talks to the conference participants about 
the role of the media in democratic society 

2007 Fellow Khatuna Kveselava asks Mr. Lloyd 
about how independent journalism can be achieved 
when those owning the media exert control 

Trust Director Professor Brian Brivati leads the 
Question Time session 
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The second day of the conference was dedicated to hearing the 2007 Fellows report on their progress 
since taking part in last year’s Fellowship Programme. The 2007 group presented their reports in the 
Georgian Parliament to Trust and British Council representatives, other John Smith alumni, and Joan 
Borley of the Ministry of Justice who chaired the session.  
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The audience were delighted to hear that both our Kyrgyz Fellows are making an impact at a national 
level. 2007 Fellow Adylbek Ismailov is Executive Director of 'Ferghana Valley Lawyers Without Borders', 
an organisation providing legal aid to vulnerable groups in the Ferghana Valley which is home to over 
10,000,000 people of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Since taking part in the Fellowship 
Programme Adylbek has researched and written a report into the migration-related laws and 
international agreements of Kyrgyzstan. Adylbek presented his findings to a committee of the Kyrgyz 
Parliament – the first time that this committee has convened - highlighting issues such as illegal 
migration, corruption at the borders, illegal check points and violations of human rights. Adylbek is 
currently working with the Kyrgyz government to resolve these problems and some of his suggested 
measures have already been put in place. For example, certain visa rules and registration regulations 
have been relaxed on the Kyrgyz-Uzbek border. In addition, the dissemination of information on 
migration and ‘border-crossing rules’ has improved among residents of border areas, and Adylbek is 
advising the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the prevention of various border disputes. 

 
2007 Fellow, Omurbek Ibraev, who is Head of the International Relations Division of the National 
Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic, has also been making an impact. On his return to 
Kyrgyzstan he presented a model of the UK statistical system to his colleagues and consequently 
drafted a bill to improve the current statistical law in Kyrgyzstan. Omurbek is also redesigning the 
website of the National Statistical Committee in order to provide better and wider access to official 
statistics, and is planning to invite UK statisticians to Bishkek to contribute to a number of projects on  

At the reception Brian Brivati meets 
Armen Amirkhanyan who has been 
selected to take part in the 2008 John 
Smith Fellowship Programme  
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Joan Borley (Ministry of Justice) chairs the Fellows’ 
Reporting Day at the Georgian Parliament 

2007 Fellows Adylbek Ismailov and Omurbek 
Ibraev answer questions about their achievements  
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reforming statistical law in Kyrgyzstan. Both Omurbek and Adylbek have worked with their attachment 
hosts – the UK Office for National Statistics and Doughty Street Chambers – to implement these 
changes.  
 

Photo courtesy of Malkhaz Machavariani 

Our 2007 Fellows have achieved success in, and contributed to the development of, many other key 
areas: Ukrainian Fellow Yevgen Poberezhny has developed and is implementing an educational 
programme for schools, colleges and universities on voting and elections; Moldovan Fellow Liliana Tincu 
received an award at the ‘2007 Moldovan National Festival of Volunteers’ for her coordination of 
volunteers in her capacity as Chairman of the Youth NGO ‘Casiopeea’; Russian Fellow Maxim 
Chereshnev has established the ‘School of the Young Politician’ in Novosibirsk and has launched ‘The 
Young Siberian Card’ in collaboration with his attachment host Young Scot; Georgian Fellow Khatuna 
Kveselava has established a daily TV programme for ethnic minorities living in Georgia, and has worked 
with her attachment host the BBC to reform the news service and set up a new newsroom at Georgian 
Public Broadcasting; and 200 young people found employment in the Pirlita village region of Moldova 
following Eugeniu Graur’s organisation of two highly successful job fares in his local area.     

A number of alumni from Armenia, Georgia and Kyrgyzstan also gave a presentation on their idea to 
develop and strengthen the John Smith Memorial Trust’s outstanding alumni network. Their idea was 
supported by the Trust’s Director Brian Brivati who hopes to travel back to Tbilisi in the near future to 
further develop the idea. 
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The 2008 Networking Conference was a huge success, receiving a large amount of media attention in 
Georgia. The speaker of the Georgian Parliament, Nino Burjanadze, and HMA Keefe held a press 
conference at the Georgian Parliament in order to raise awareness about the work of the John Smith 
Memorial Trust.  

L-R Samir Mammadov (Azerbaijan), Armenuhi 
Mkrtchyan (Armenia) and Natalya Harutyunyan 
(Armenia) answers questions from the audience 
following their presentations. 
 
Samir has launched a Regional Anti-Trafficking 
Initiative (RATI) which provides support for victims 
and families of trafficking, among many other 
services.   
 
Armenuhi, who works for the Central Bank of 
Armenia, is working to increase the social 
responsibility of financial institutions in Armenia. 
 
Natalya is successfully encouraging the protection 
of human rights in Armenia through her work at the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)  
 

Nino Burjanadze, Speaker of the Georgian 
Parliament, answers questions about the John Smith 
Fellowship Programme 
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The trip concluded with a fascinating sight seeing tour of Tbilisi and Mtskheta – one of the oldest 
Georgian cities. This was followed by a final dinner at the ‘Metekhis Chrdili’ restaurant where those 
present enjoyed Georgian wine, Georgian dancing and wonderful traditional food. 
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The 2008 Networking Conference allowed the 2007 John Smith Fellows to report on their achievements 
since completing the Fellowship Programme and provided an opportunity for young leaders in the region 
to discuss key issues with leading figures in the UK, build relationships, and cooperate on cross-border 
projects. The John Smith Memorial Trust is extremely grateful to all those who helped to make this 
conference such a success. These include the British Embassy in Georgia and HMA Denis Keefe, Gigi 
Ugulava, the Ministry of Justice, Sir Charles Pollard, Mr. John Lloyd, the conference panellists and all 
our John Smith Fellows. Special thanks go to Maka Khurtsidze and the British Council and our Fellows 
in Tbilisi who welcomed us so warmly to their country.  

 
 

 
 

Julie Utting 
April 2008 

 
 

Ukrainian Fellow Yevgen Poberezhny, Moldovan 
Fellow Dinu Toderascu and Russian Fellow Roman 
Skudniakov 


